Update from Chichester District Council for 2025/2026

Exciting times for CDC!

Food Waste Collections

This service is being rolled out at the moment so residents can now put their food waste into an outdoor food waste recycling bin ready for weekly collection. Once collected, the food waste is recycled at an anaerobic digestion facility in Horsham where it will be used to generate natural forms of energy, such as biogas and bio fertilisers. This is a much more efficient and environmentally friendly way of processing food waste.  This has been successful so far.

Local Government Reorganisation

As you will know, CDC will be reorganised, along with West Sussex County Council.  On 25 March the government issued an update confirming that no decision has yet been made on which unitary solution should be taken forward in Sussex.  Instead they have announced that they will be running a second consultation on proposals covering the whole of Sussex.  The consultation will begin after the local elections on 7 May and a decision is expected in the summer after the consultation closes and new representations are considered. The overall timescale for reorganisation remains the same, with elections to the new shadow unitary authorities expected in May 2027 preparing for the new authorities to formally launch in April 2028.

In the meantime the priority is on maintaining sound finances in the short, medium and long term and making sure services can be funded sustainably into the future.  Some capital projects like refurbishment for toilets, play parks and vehicle fleet were brought forward to invest locally now for long term benefit.  

Leisure Centres

CDC has approved a major £8 million investment in its three leisure centres as part of a new 15‑year contract, which will begin on 1 May 2026. The contract has been awarded to More Leisure Community Trust, who will manage the centres in Chichester, Southbourne and Midhurst. Improvements at Midhurst include a new mezzanine gym and additional studios.

A few other bits and bobs

· Planning permission has been given for a new pump track in Petworth
· Grants given in the Fernhurst Ward (eg Fernhurst Tennis Floodlights, Lynchmere play park) and has just renewed for new financial year so please contact grants and concessions team at CDC about grants available to support economy, improving places and spaces or stronger communities.  
· Christmas events and the Lazer Light Shows

Contacting your District Councillors

Brett can be contacted on email bburkhart@chichester.gov.uk or telephone 07876594168

Ellie can be contacted on email enewbery@chichester.gov.uk or telephone 01428 656 941 
