Update from Gillian Morton – march 2026 meeting
With the possible exception of 2 specific areas within the general Milland area, I would suggest the problem we have with the speed of passing vehicles is not directly associated with the speed limits currently in place but an issue relating to the observence of the existing speed limits.
I have read that discussions concerning road safety have a tendency to focus on the number of collision casualties alone, rather than consideration of how safe individual’s feel when walking, cycling etc on their local roads.  When I spoke to Mike Dare about extending the 30mph limit beyond North End Farm (in response to the recent request from the owners of the farm who have cited 2 accidents in the vicinity in the past 2 years) his response was that no incidents had been reported and therefore this area would be of low priority for additional signage warning of bends etc, with the only recourse being to apply for a TRO to replace the existing national speed limit with one of 30mph.  I question whether drivers would heed this change when travelling beyond a built up area on a rural lane (based on my experience in Borden Wood).
What is also interesting is that almost a third of drivers don’t believe they will be caught breaking the speed limit so whilst speed limit signs should theoretically be the solution, the fact that they are ignored by a large majority of drivers is not the answer and arguably therefore, the educational process intended by Community Speedwatch (CSW) may have a better chance of success.
I therefore propose that we consider investigating the possibility of introducing CSW in the Milland area so that interested and proactive residents can (with the support of Sussex local police) record details of offending speeding vehicles using an approved speed detection device. I have the name and details of our local CSW Officer from Sussex Police who is responsible for identifying, risk assessing and approving the sites at which CSW teams would stand.  After this, CSW volunteers would undergo 3 levels of training before the process can begin.
I propose 3 possible areas for consideration could be:
· Milland Lane – site to be determined to target drivers approaching Cartersland Green heading towards the Rising Sun;
· Fernhurst Road – site to be determined to target drivers approaching Milland from the direction of Milland Joinery;
· Fernhurst Road – site to be determined to target drivers approaching Milland from the direction of Hollycombe School (possibly in the vicinity of Wardley Lane/Alresford Farm/Durrants Pond).
I would hope that the Borden Wood CSW group and a group established for Milland could work as a combined team to help support each other.  A rota would be created and organised by the Group Co-ordinator to serve both areas.  All drivers recorded by CSW groups who have exceeded the speed limit would subsequently be contacted by the police (initially by letter with any subsequent reoffending leading to more serious action).
I would be happy to investigate whether Milland residents would be interested in forming a CSW group (via an article published in the MVN; dropping a flier through doors &/or a poster in the village shop (Izzy permitting).  Is this something worth considering at the next meeting?
